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Friday 18th October 2019 
 

From Mrs May 

Today, we celebrated Harvest Festival. It was a lovely occasion. The children all performed their 

songs and poems to an impressive level and their enjoyment was evident to see. I was very proud of 

them all. It was great to see the church full of friends and family. Thank you for all your donations to 

our local Foodbank and for coming along to be part of our celebration. My thanks, as always, to the 

wonderful staff team for their hard work in getting the children ready. 

   

Last Friday evening, children and parents came together for the school quiz, organised by Friends of 

Longwood. As well as raising funds, FoL provides entertainment for our school community and the 

quiz didn’t disappoint. Congratulations to the winning team, commiseration to the winners of the 

wooden spoons and huge thank you to Yogi and Julie, our quizmasters for the evening. 

 



Longwood Newsletter 
 

 

 

Reading Eggs 

Reading Eggs is a digital resource for literacy, 

designed to help teach children how to read and 

to develop a lifelong love of reading. It contains 

120 phonics and 200 comprehension lessons; a 

library of 2,000 eBooks with comprehension tests; 

online spelling, punctuation and grammar games 

plus creative writing areas and provides all the 

tools needed to raise the profile of reading and 

nurture high literacy standards. To find out more and to log in, go to https://readingeggs.co.uk/. 

I have signed up Longwood for a three-week trial starting today and ending on 8th November. All 

children from year 1-6 have a login and password, which is glued in to their homework notebook. 

Please take advantage of this offer and use it as much as you can over half term. I will log in and see 

how everyone gets on and decide if this program is worth pursuing. I welcome your feedback at any 

point during the trial period. 

 

Summer Fete Update 

We have recently purchased two floor robots for KS2, a set of Talking Tiles and Voice Pads for FS and 

some outdoor storage equipment for KS1 out of proceeds from the summer fete. This is in addition 

to the singing bowls that we are using for mindfulness sessions and a set of cups and saucers that I 

have previously reported. These are lovely extras and we are grateful to everyone who helped to 

raise money at the summer fete.  

    

 

Winter Uniform 

After half term, all school and preschool children must be in winter uniform. Please refer to the 

uniform policy on the website if you need more information. 

 

https://readingeggs.co.uk/
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Singing at Beaumont Care Home 

Yesterday, UKS2 went to Beaumont Care Home to entertain the residents with a selection of songs 

prepared for the harvest festival. After singing a variety of songs, doing their cheerleading dance and 

reciting a poem, they had a chance to chat with the old folk, renewing acquaintances from last year 

and meeting new people. It was lovely to see Amelia, their oldest resident, again and we sang happy 

birthday to her, as we knew that she had recently celebrated her 100th birthday.  

      
 

Nursery News 

This week in Little Willow, we have been exploring Autumn at its finest! We got suited and booted in 

all-in-ones and wellington boots. We have been busy collecting leaves and conkers. We also enjoyed 

exploring the grass where we jumped in muddy puddles left from the rain. We were even able to 

experience the garden when it was raining ever so lightly; a lot of us found this funny especially with 

our hoods up. As we have been developing our gross motor skills, we enjoyed visiting Apple garden 

and exploring the tunnel and the hills. We rolled conkers and balls down the hill and watched them 

roll around the garden. We even went down the hills on our bottoms, which was great fun! We are 

looking forward to seeing the garden continue to change as we head into Winter.  
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Cherry children have enjoyed making their own playdough and choosing their own different textured 

resources and colours to mix into it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Halloween Mask Competition – message from the School Council 

Well done to everyone who entered our competition. The display looks very colourful and a little 

spooky. The winners are as follows: 

 

FS  Indigo   Year 1 Daniel   Year 2   Nathaniel 

Year 3  Keya   Year 4 Rayyan   Year 5   Siyana 

Year 6  Isabella 

 

(Editor’s note – thank you to Ethan and the school council for organising this competition.)  

 

Photographs 

Today is the deadline for photograph orders to be handed in to reception.  

 

Halloween Treasure Hunt 

The four house captains organised a Halloween themed treasure hunt this morning, just for fun. 

There was great excitement as everyone searched for clues and answers. Well done to Morpurgo, 

who were the winning house. Thank you to Freya, Sanya, Isabella and Kian for planning and 

executing a new event. 
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Lee Valley Trip – by Kian (UKS2) 

On Wednesday, the whole school went on a mindful trip to Lee Valley. Lately, we have been 

practising mindfulness, where we try to relax and think about the present. We went to Lee Valley 

because it is all about mindfulness. Some of the activities KS2 did were making kindness butterflies 

and a listening activity.  

Kindness Butterflies – We created kindness butterflies out of sticks and vibrant leaves. Everyone was 

split into groups of four and all the butterflies were excellent. Kindness butterflies are all about being 

aware of others and their feelings. 

Listening Activity – Everyone stood round in a circle and closed their eyes. We had to focus on the 

noises around us. We were all very focused and heard many sounds; leaves rustling, cars and even 

people shuffling around. This activity was all about being aware of your surroundings. 

I really enjoyed this trip. It was quite different to the other trips I’ve been on but it was definitely 

worth it! 

             

 

Guidance for Parents 

Someone in the UK won the full £170m EuroMillions jackpot, making them Britain's richest ever 
lottery winner. The prize will be paid out at a special ticket validation appointment. Though the 
lottery isn’t just about the winning ticket; for each lottery ticket bought, around 95% of the total 
income goes back to winners and society. To date, National Lottery players have helped to raise over 
£40 billion for community and charity work, with more than 565,000 individual awards made across 
the UK, which is the same as around 200 lottery grants in every UK postcode district! 
 
Things to talk about at home… 
Talk about the concept of the lottery, explain that it is a game that is down to luck. Are there any 
other games we play that are only about luck with no skill involved? Do you like these types of 
games? Did you know that as well as lottery prize winners, the lottery gives lots of money to 
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community projects? Do you think this is a good idea? Lots of schools, places of worship and 
communities have been awarded money from the community lottery. Can you find out if there has 
been any lottery community funding in your school or area? What were they for? 
 

Attachments To The Newsletter 

 Smarties Challenge Flyer 

 Smarties Reward Chart 

 

  Friends of Longwood Update 

Welcome from Friends of Longwood (FoL) to our update page!  

FoL are a group of parents that raise money and do the extra bits  

that make the school a tight-knit community. 

 
 

Thank you to everyone who made it to the quiz night last 

Friday. We hope you had a great time and hopefully learnt a few 

new facts! It was a great success!  

 
 

Some exciting news: FoL are proud to launch the 

Smarties Challenge! Please read the attached flyer and reward 

chart for full details. Fol will be visiting the school assembly on 

Friday 8th of November to share the details and officially launch 

the challenge!  We’re very excited!  

 

Other news – It’s the Friends of Longwood AGM on 13th 

November at 7pm. New faces are very welcome…please come along! 
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Dates for your Diary  

NB – All new items are highlighted. 
 

Date Time & Place Event Notes 

Monday 11th Nov During the school day KS1 trip to the 
Hitchin Museum 

Travelling by coach. 
Children require a packed 
lunch and full school 
uniform. Cost - £22. 

Wednesday 13th 
Nov 

7pm in the French 
room 

FoL meeting inc AGM All parents welcome 

Wednesday 20th 
Nov 

During the school day LKS2 visit to Celtic 
Harmony 
(Brickendon) for a 
Boudicca Warrior Day 

Travel by coach. Packed 
lunch required and full 
school uniform. Cost £35. 

Friday 29th Nov 5.45pm Mini movie night For FS children. Parent 
volunteers needed. 

Friday 29th Nov 7pm Main movie night For Year 1-6 children. 
Parent volunteers needed. 

Thursday 5th Dec 2pm in the school hall FT & FW Nativity All parents welcome. 

Monday 9th Dec 2pm in the school hall FS & KS1 Christmas 
Show 

All parents welcome. 

Wednesday 11th 
Dec 

During the school day FS, KS1, LKS2 & UKS2 
trip to the 
Pantomime at 
Watford Palace 
Theatre 

Travel will be by coach. We 
will get back to school in 
time for a late lunch. Full 
school uniform is required. 
The cost is £16. 

Thursday 23rd Jan 

 

3-5pm in the school 
hall 

EYFS creativity 
workshop for parents 

Sign up at reception or 
email 
info@longwoodschool.co.uk 

Nursery, preschool and reception parents are all invited to come and learn how to help your child 
to develop their creativity. This workshop will be a mixture of theory and practical activities, so 
come ready to get involved. 

Friday 7th Feb 7pm in the school hall Bingo Open to all families. Please 
come along, have fun and 
support your FoL. 

Friday 20th March 5.45pm Mini movie night For FS children. Parent 
volunteers needed. 

Friday 20th March 7pm Main movie night For Year 1-6 children. 
Parent volunteers needed. 

 


